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If you need a barcode scanner for your business, there is good news and there is bad news. The good news is that there are hundreds of different models available, each with a slightly different set of features. The bad news is that there are hundreds of different models available, each with a slightly different set of features. To find the right barcode scanner for you, it helps to understand a little bit about how
they work and what specific features allow them to do. After that, choosing the right model becomes a much easier task. For example, there are two main types of barcodes, but not all scanners can read both types. The right scanner for you is the one that can read the type of barcodes you use. For more information so you can purchase a barcode scanner with confidence, please read our purchase guide.
If you already know barcode scanners and are only looking for a high-quality model, consider the barcode scanners we highlighted in this article. Key considerationsA two types of barcode scanners are basically found. The problem is, they can look exactly the same. It is important to understand the difference between the two or you can buy a scanner that does not work with your barcodes. For this guide,
we are defining these two different scanners as laser scanners and image scanners. (For more information about barcodes, see the FAQ section below.) Laser Scanner Just like it sounds, a laser scanner uses a laser along with an alternate mirror or rotating prism to scan barcodes. The laser moves from side to side, recording not only the width of the black bars, but also the white space between them. It
does this by recording the amount of light reflected back in the unit: white reflects light while black absorbs it. Because the process involves delicate moving parts, these scanners must be resistant and impact resistant. If your laser scanner isn't sturdy, the first time you release it might be the last time you use it. Image ScannerThe easiest way to explain an image scanner is to think it's like it's like your
phone's camera. While it's not exactly how it works, it focuses on why it differs from a laser scanner. Because a laser scanner scans from side to side, you can only determine how wide and how far away the bars are. An image scanner can read from left to right, as well as up and down, so you can interpret a complete image. In addition, an image scanner is best for interpreting worn or damaged barcodes,
and can read images from a screen, which is essential for customers who prefer to use coupons on their smartphone in print them. The initial design of the barcode was shaped like a bull's eye. Unfortunately, that design proved impractical due to the limitations of the technology at the time. StaffBestReviewsi all items that need to be scanned are brought to you, as in a paid record, you can save money by
purchasing a barcode scanner that connects directly to your laptop or computer. However, in most cases, cases, they need a portable barcode scanner that uses Bluetooth or WiFi technology. Range: All wireless technology, whether Bluetooth or WiFi, has a maximum range. When considering a barcode scanner, remember that there are a number of factors, such as walls, other WiFi devices, and inventory
stacks, that can reduce that maximum range. Make sure the barcode scanner you are considering has the range you need in your workplace. Autodiscover features: This feature is typically located on a fixed or desktop drive, as you can find at a self-service payment station in a grocery store. These models do not require the user to activate them; they're always ready to scan. To operate one of these
scanners, simply move the barcode to the unit field and it is automatically scanned. Internal storage: Many barcode scanners have internal storage. If you are inventorying, the information is stored in the handheld scanner so that you can upload it to a computer later. This fail-safe feature can eliminate a lot of frustration. If your barcode scanner has internal storage and accidentally moves out of range, you
won't lose your scans. It also allows you to work offline, which in many cases means you can work much faster. Pairing: If you have a large store and multiple people working on the same task, you want the ability to pair multiple barcode scanners to a device so that all the information is gathered in one place. Modes: As it goes up in price, a barcode scanner works more like a laptop. You can count on a
variety of modes, such as inventory and price checking, that allow you to perform a specific task more easily. DesignErgonomic: You may be using a handheld scanner for hours at a time. The ideal model is lightweight and ergonomic designed to make you feel comfortable and well balanced in your hand. Durable: In addition to being able to survive the inevitable bumps and falls, it is necessary to build a
barcode scanner so that dust cannot enter and decrease its functionality. Did you know that? A laser scanner cannot read an image on a phone screen, even if it is a 1D image. StaffBestReviewsInexpensive: As technology advances, the price tends to go down. It is possible to get a barcode scanner for as little as $20. These models are wired and limited range, but if this suits your needs, one of these
could be the barcode scanner for you. Mid range: You can find a wide variety of scanners between approximately $40 and $150. For the most part, these are portable wireless barcode scanners. Once you pass $50 or $60, have the ability to scan 1D and 2D barcodes. (See FAQ below.) Towards the top end of this price bracket, models can come with a stand so they can function as stationary scanners.
Expensive: Once $400, you're moving to sturdy units that are built to withstand the impacts of accidental drops. As you move towards the $500 and above range, barcode scanners are more like laptops, laptops, the ability to perform a number of operations in addition to simply scanning. The first working barcode scanner was the size of a refrigerator and was used to track rail cars. StaffBestReviewsView
the distance. Barcode scanners have an ideal scanning distance. If the barcode is too close or too far away, it may not scan. Check the scanner settings. Most barcode scanners must be configured. If you are having trouble scanning, make sure that the barcode scanner is set up correctly for your precise needs. Check the barcode. Products often contain multiple barcodes, especially in retail. Make sure
that the one you are scanning is the one your scanner can read. Also, if your barcode scanner can scan multiple types of barcodes, make sure it is set up correctly. If the barcode you are trying to scan fades or becomes foggy in any way, it may not scan. Sometimes a barcode is difficult to read for the scanner. This could be due to a number of factors, such as the barcode being too small, colored, or not
having ample space around it. Check the angle. A laser scanner can only scan when it is even with or perpendicular to the barcode. If you try to scan at a 45o angle, it will not work. If there is transparent tape over the barcode, the scanner may still work, but if there is glare, the scanner may not work. I angle the barcode to eliminate glare. Check the conditions. Dust, low light, or condensation can make it
difficult to read a barcode on the scanner. Check the battery. As simple as it may seem, if the wireless barcode scanner suddenly stops scanning, the battery could be dead. The barcode that consists of parallel lines is a 1D barcode. These barcodes can be up to 25 characters long, but most are usually shorter, so the barcode is not too wide. A 1D barcode has information in one direction: horizontally, from
left to right. With a 2D barcode, the information is organized both horizontally and vertically. Because of this, 2D barcodes can contain much more information in a much smaller space. A 2D barcode can contain up to 2,000 characters.Q. Can a barcode scanner read 1D and 2D barcodes?A. Depends. The answer is not if you have a barcode scanner with a laser. A laser scanner simply scans from left to
right, so you can only recognize the information in a 1D barcode. If you have an image scanner, it works more a digital camera. An image scanner captures the 2D barcode and translates the entire image into a data chain. An image scanner can also accurately interpret a 1D barcode. In short, a laser scanner only reads 1D barcodes while an image scanner is able to read 1D and 2D.Q barcodes. Is a laser
barcode scanner dangerous? A barcode scanner uses a class II low-level laser. It is considered safe for most people because the radiation level is low and the typical response is only reflective: blink or look the other way. However, some people's eyes are more sensitive to light, they can wear corrective lenses than beam, or they may suffer a seizure when exposed to flashing light. Because of this, a
barcode scanner should never intentionally aim at anyone's eyes. Eyes.
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